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Why CBPR?

Å Include AIAN cultures

Å Include social and environmental 
considerations unique to Indian 
Country

ÅAccurately assess potential harms 
and benefits from research / 
program

Å Improve the research knowledge for 
AIAN in general ςgeneralizability 



Common Community Research 
Concerns

ÅHistory of harm, especially in minority communities

ÅIndigenous research ethics

ÅProtection of individual rights 

ÅProtection of community rights

ÅResearch processes

ÅDissemination & Application 

of findings



TuskeegeeExperiment
"For 40 years, the U.S. Public 
Health Service has conducted a 
study in which human guinea 
pigs, not given proper treatment, 
have died of syphilis and its side 
effects," Associated Press 
reporter Jean Heller wrote on July 
25, 1972. "The study was 
conducted to determine from 
autopsies what the disease does 
to the human body."

Nurses examine one of the Tuskegee 
syphilis study participants.
Photo courtesy National Archives



Stanford Prison Experiment
ÅSummer 1971

ÅStanford students in 
psychology department.

Å2 week experiment ended 
in 6 days as prisoners 
exhibited signs of severe 
stress and guards became 
sadistic.

Photo courtesy Stanford Prison Experiment website



Havasupai DNA Case

Tribal members had given DNA 
samples to ASU researchers hoping 
for genetic clues to the ǘǊƛōŜΨǎ high 
rate of diabetes.  Members later 
learned that their blood samples 
had been used to study mental 
illness and other aspects of 
Havasupai biology, sociology, and 
history that were not included on 
the informed consent documents.
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