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Pathway

ÅCBPR:  Engaging AIAN communities in Research

ÅA brief overview

ÅFoundations in conducting ethical research

ÅUnderstanding the principles of the Belmont report 

ÅKnowing history and how research has created harm & mistrust

ÅEthical considerations when conducting research with AIAN 
communities: Findings from ETHICS



Approach: 
Community Based Participatory 
Research
What it is and is not

- does it make a difference?



CBPR: What it is and is not

ÅCBPR is an approachto research that changes the roles of 
the researcher and the community to be researched

ÅCBPR is not a methodor set of methods

ÅThe goal of CBPR is almost always to influence change in 
community health, norms, systems, programs, policies
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Participatory 
Research Approach



Balance of Power and Control

Community 
Control

University 
Control



Benefits and Challenges of CBPR

Benefits 

ÅFacilitates identification of research 
risk and benefits; Boosts Recruitment
ÅBuilds community research & service 

infrastructure
ÅEnriches external validity 
ÅEnhances translation research
ÅDevelopment EBP at the real world level

ÅAttends to issues of mistrust
ÅTackle complex social problems 

expanding beyond western 
epistemologies

Challenges

ÅIncrease time commitment ςnot a 40 
hour a week commitment
ÅRequires lots of training and bi-

directional learning
ÅIncrease  cost
ÅCommunity politics and agendas
ÅCultural protocols
ÅKeeping community members 

engaged 



The Belmont Report:
Foundations in conducting 
ethical research



The Common Rule:
Code of Federal Regulation (45 CFR 46.111)

ÅDescribes the Ethical Principles of the Belmont Report

ÅRules & regulation for IRB

Å5ŜŦƛƴŜǎ άwŜǎŜŀǊŎƘέ with άIǳƳŀƴ {ǳōƧŜŎǘǎέ

ÅExempt from  review, expedited review, full review 

ÅDetails 

ÅInform consent and autonomy

ÅPrivacy and confidentiality

ÅAssessing risk and benefits

ÅSubpart B: Pregnant women, human fetuses, and neonates

ÅSubpart C: Prisoners

ÅSubpart D: Children
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Individual AND community in research



Community of Experience or 
Interest Community 

of Place

Types of Community

Community of Commonality



Research Harms 

Understanding 
US/AIAN History



Columbus: AIAN population > 12 million
4 Centuries later: Reduced by 95% to 237,000


